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Project Overview

8 years over $30M
DWH funding

Gulf-wide (phased
approach)

NOAA, GSMFC, and FL
Sea Grant
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Goals
e Reduce pos’r relecse mor’rall’ry -

e Increqse ’rhe heqh‘h of fisheries

. Improve qngler experiences

Objectives

* Provide tools and training

* Measure prevalence of use and
trends

* Validate mortality rates and
effectiveness of release treatments
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Project Name
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~*Build an independently
branded program that

resonates with anglers

* Guided by anglers,
grounded by science

* Promote best release
practices




Collaborative Studies

Prini:ipal' ' | _ .
Investigator  Institution Location Research Priorities
Dr. Stephen Auburn University MS/AL coast Compare release mortality & survival of
Szedimayer - - descended sed snapper across depth zones
Dr. Marcus Mississippi State  Gulf-wide Evaluate depredation rates of released
Drymon University reef fish; depredator ID
Erik Lang LA Department of LA coast Compare efficiency of release;
Wildlife & characterize depredation; survey anglers’
Fisheries device type preferences
Dr. Will University of West FL Shelf Estimate seasonal release mortality of
Patterson Florida descended gag



(\
OV

Collaborative Studies
« Dr. Steve SzedImayer, AU

* Red Snapper e

e MS/AL-'COGS’r |

* Conventional & acoustic tagging

* Compare release survival &
mortality

e Qutcome: refined estimates of
release mortality for RS specific
to release treatments
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Collaboratlve Studies

| Dr MCII’CUS Drymon MSU
iy Reef flsh spp |
-+ 30 cc:p’rcuns Gulf wide

* Provide training

* Fishery-dependent assessment of
predation/depredation
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* Qutcome: quantify and
characterize predator interactions

across the U.S. Gulf




'Collaboratlve Studles

. Er|k Lang dnd Zach Zuckerman LDWF

* Red Snapper, Greq’rer Amber|0|ck Grdy
Triggerfish -

* LA coast

* Measure release survival and characterize
depredation

* Survey anglers’ device type preferences

* Outcome: better understand LA anglers’
device preferences and assess
depredation in LA
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Collaborative Studies
e Dr. Will Patterson, UF |

* Gag

* West FL Shelf

* 3-D acoustic tagging

* Compare release survival & mortality

* Qutcome: understand fate of released gag
and provide estimates of mortality



‘Human Dimensions Survey

. Sou’rhwmk Assocm’res & Guhc s’ra’res

* Over 4,200 responses from rec reef fISh.

anglers Gulf-wide

* Some preliminary results

* Anglers are more aware of Veh’ring methods
than descending devices

* 60% only reef fish a few times a season
* Most anglers fished in >60 ft of water

* Differences by state, so outreach can be
tailored regionally

e 2024 follow-up survey will measure
changes that may result from RER
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Monltormg

o Ra’res of use for FDDs |n recreanonal sec’ror '

* At-sea observer pro_grdms_
* FWC, MDMR, ADCNR |

* State reef fish validation surveys

* FDD on board vessel
* Total # fish released alive using FDD (spp.)
* Average depth fished during trip

* Federal surveys (e.g. SRHS, SEFHIER, etc.)




Outreach & Educatlon
- Goqls

* Promote best releqse prachces focusmg on
FDDs | | |

* Increase anglers’ knowledge and
awareness

* Communicate results with public




Educatio-n Modu_le

T RI:‘rURN‘;"E;?I
Bes’r releqse prac’rlces e
. gear!

* Situational awareness & prep |

: Dehooklng, air exposure,
appropriate gear, etc.

Barotrauma mitigation
* Venting tools
* Descending devices

Private rec Apr/May 2022

Prerequisite to receive gear

Signs of Barotrauma




Device Distribution

* Pre-rigged standard ‘Seleudlize_r,' |
w/ 3lb weight & SeaYalater
* Eligibility 5
* Complete education module
* National Saltwater Angler Registry

* Phased approach
* Phase | — federal for-hire (open)
* Phase Il — private rec (Apr/May 2022)
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Earn Another Fight!
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Timeline

Reduction of Post-release Mortality from Barotrauma in

Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish Recreational Fisheries —Z{{;‘j‘ St‘ﬂ Gl;a“l

NOAA, Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission, & FL Sea Grant R il “ SO Florida

Year 2020 2021 I 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027
‘Quarter | 01] 02| 3] 04| a1] 02| 03 a4] a1 02| a3 4| a1] 02| 3] aa| a1 02| a3 as] a1] 2| a3 4| a1] 02 a3l aa| a1 | a2[ 03 as
Attitudes & Opinion Attitudes & Opinion

Surveys (pre-) Surveys ( post)

Activity 2

Activity 3 Monitor Use & Restoration

Observer Programs Pilot -

Headboats Observer Programs - All For-hire

Activity 4

Activity 5 Mortality estimate validation studies Phase 1 Mortality estimate validation studies Phase 2

Activity 6 Purchase & distribute release handling tools

Develop outreach &

Activity 11 communications plan/ IDl“:i""'*lte it

Activity 12 Promote sustainable angling knowledge & stakeholder engagement

Activity 13 Final Report

Restoration Implementation
Planning Planning
2020 2020-2021




Next Steps

o Start collecting data

* At-sea observers

* Reef fish volidq’rioh lSurveYs o

* HD survey baseline report
* RFP collaborative study(ies)

* Phase Il Launch
* Education module
* Device distribution
* Expand outreach
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